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even Doubting proves it.—— 


Jam, I have not always been. 


lf then J have not always 
been what 1 am, there muſt have exiſted 
ſome prior Cauſe of my being what I am, 
unlefs my preſent being what F am cou'd 


de ſuppos'd to cauſe itſelf; and then it 


muſt have exiſted at the ſame Time as a 
Cauſe, and not exiſted as an Effect, and fo 
on in Infinitum; or elſe there muſt have 
been an eternal and infinite Progreſſion 
of my and E * ee © in fine, 
A 2 eee 


ew — — — 


* Exiſtence is ſo ſure, that 


Nor is it leſs ſure, that what 
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(2) I 
confounds. theſe together, reducing them 


into one and the ſame, and really ad- 
mits neither Cauſe not Effect; "which 


cannot ſubſiſt in Nature, but as differ- 


ing from, however related to, each 


other. 


If chen a , firſt Cauſe appear as; | 
there can be but one ſuch; not only 


becauſe, ſuppoling two of theſe, Nei- 
ther cou'd be fir/f; but becauſe the very 


firſt Cauſe of all muſt neceſſarily be 
infinite, and in itſelf include all Per- 
fections; which is utterly inconſiſtent 
with the Suppoſition of two ſuch 
firſt Cauſes; inaſmuch as in the Caſe 
of more than one ſuch, they wou'd ne- 


_ ceſſarily limit one another, and ſo be 
found dependent, which no ways can 


conſiſt with the Nature or Notion of 


a firſt Cauſe of all. 


Next, I here note, That this firſt 


Cauſe muſt needs likewiſe be underſtood 


as either Intelligent, or Un-intelligent : 


Not the latter, becauſe ſuch admirable 
Contrivance, Energy, Diſpoſition, Or- 
der, and Oeconomy, as are manifeſt in 
the mundane Syſtem, are totally incon- 
ſiſtent with blind Chance, and ſenſeleſs 
Matter; nor is it conceivable, that 
Effects ſhou'd fo tranſcend, as we be- 
hold and experience, had they pro- 


ceeded only from ſuch Cauſes. This 
fiſt 


FTP} 
fit Cauſe therefore muſt be confeſſed 
Intelligent. nth Eg 

Moreover, That this one firſt Cauſe 

of all is neceſſarily Eternal, is moſt evi- 

dent, not only from hence, that all 
 Effeffs, as before obſery'd, muſt center 

at laſt in a firſ# Cauſe; but alſo from 
the internal and zntrinſick Neceſſity 

and | Reaſon of its own Exiſtence; this 

Exiſtence being from Neceſſity, and of 

its Eſſence: Which is a Proof in the 

order of Nature, as well as the real 

Ground, of ſuch an abſolutely neceſſary 

Being. Coro? of 

; Thus one primary, neceſſary, infinite, 

intelligent, and eternal Cauſe found and 

cſtabliſh'd, I thence conclude, that I owe 

it Homage and Worſhip as my Creator and 

Preſerver, on whom all the Happineſs # 

I enjoy, or have in Proſpect, abſolutely |} 
| depends, and who, being Infinite in 4 

Himſelf, and the very Original of all 
without Himſelf, cou'd have no Acceſſion 

of Happineſs ſuperadded to his o. 

Being; and therefore muſt of neceſſa- 

ry Conſequence have firſt created all 

Things in order to communicate there- 

to, finally, ſome degree of Happineſs 

ſuitable to their reſpective Natures. 

This leads me to conclude further, 
That, as the State of Mankind in this 
Life evinceth, that nothing in this World 

hs WRIT ä comes 


©... 


comes up, and anſwers, fully, to Man's 
natural Powers, Faculties, and Cap, 
ties; nor indeed compenſates for 1 5 
the Generality of Mankind undergo and 
ſuffer here; the Being and Belict of a 
Future State, and another Life after the 
preſent, is moſt rational in itſelf, and 
in a manner zeceſ/ary alfo; and 318 to 
ſuch a Degree, that the Notion of God. 
and of a future State, appear to ſtand 
and fall together; which ſhews, that 
Atheiſm is the moſt malevolent, as well 
as the moſt impious of all Suggeſtions; 
whereas ſuch a Being, and ſuch 2 Stare, 
if thexe was no Proof of them, Were 
yet of all Things moſt defrable. 
But, ſince this natural Belief of a fi . 
ture State has been immediately, and ap- 
4 pears evidently, confirm'd by God himſelf 
q from Heaven; to refuſe aſſent hereto, is 
08 as it were, to reje at once, and alto- 
' gether, all Credit upon any Teſtimony 
is wWuhatſocver. Now, that ſuch Revelation 
ED made under the Jeuiſb Oeconomy, 
'] not only the Jews themſelves of all Ages 
= paſt, as well as the preſent, unanimouſly 
atteſt, adhere to, and live and die in the 
| | Hope of having it in God's due time ful- 
= - filled; but all collateral Hiſtories beſide 
i . concur herein; as alfo, that it has been, 
as it till is, continually their fixt Belle? 
and Expectation, e upon the 
many 


A 


and inconteſtable Appearances, 


Viſions, and Miracles from Heaven itſelf, 


notify'd and wrought in full Proof of the 
Jewiſh peculiar Diſpenſation. 

J call it Peculiar, not that it was 
wholy ſo, but becauſe it was partly 


o: For part, I take to have been Moral, | 


; 555 upon, and concurrent with 


Extent, and of eternal Obligation; the 
other Judicial and Ritual, adapted only 


for ſeparating the Jews from the reft of 


the Nations round about them, out of 


whom God had choſen and appointed 
them for his peculiar People, until he 


ſhou'd in his own due Time make again, 


as twas in the Beginning, one People of -- 


all Nations upon Earth; ſo that herein 


Cod is conſider d under a twofold Capa- 
city, or Denomination; under the former 


i. e. the moral, as Lord and Judge of Man- 
kind univerſally ; under the latter, i. e. the 


Judicial and Ritual, as King and Ruler 
| of the Jews among the Kingaoms of Men. 


This by the by; but to return. 
The Revelation of 4 future State is 


E vi clearly evinc'd, and inconteſtably 
prov'd, under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 


if any Matter of Fact can be ſo provd; 


un 1 very ſing le Point of Chriſt's 


Reſur- 


the primary Law of Nature and right 
Reaſon, which therefore is of univerſal 
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(8) 


Reſurrection, waving all other Proofs, 
is a Demonſtration of the Fact, and 


can with no more Reaſon be doubt- 


ed, than that there ever liv'd ſuch an one 
as Julius Ceſar, Alexander, &c. 
Hence, as from a Root, or Fountain- 


head, ariſe and iſſue divers and ſundry 


other Duties, as ſo many natural Streams 


or Branches, both towards God and 
One-another, which are no ways con- 
trary, much leſs contradiffory in them- 
ſelves; yet, are more or leſs ob/zpatory ; 


and, as ſuch, to be regarded in a juſt Sab. 
ordination to each other, as they more 


immediately, or more remotely, aff ect, or 


may be conſtru'd to relate to, Gad, or our 


FTellou- Creatures, and to be more or 
leſs neceſſarily connected with the fir/f 
and primary Foundation- Principles be- 
fore advanced. 


And as to further Diſquiſitions (where- 


In however laudably the Learned and 
Ingenious might excrciſe their diſtin- 
guiſh'd Talents, yet) theſe, without great 
Caution, Temper, and Ciręumſpection, 

are ſo much more apt to gender Strife, 
and undermine true and real Religion; 

as alſo to afford ſo much more Matter 
for ſuch as craftily lie in wait to deceive, 
rather than miniſter to Edification and 


Beneficence among Mankind; that I con- 


celve, one may ſoon be over- nice and 


cur ious 


. 
- 


1 


curious in ſucli Speculations; and there- 


kore, that it's far more adviſesble, av well 
29 fate, for the zenerality to föfbear all 
ſueh Inquiries, at leaft to ſufpend tak- 
ing up with any on one ſide or other, 


in Points ſo much more ef Curioſity than 
Practice But yet, if any think them- 
ſolves herein *too much abridg'd, they 
are at Liberty for themſelves, while every 


one beſide is entirely left to his own 


private Judgment, Which is alike every 
one's natural and "unalienable Right; 


not can any other Means, ſave Argu- 


Forer, pecuniury Penalties, or any other 


ſuppos d hole ſum Severities, is ſo far 
from infuſing Knowledge, or any way 
enlightning the Under/tanding , that the 
Natural, and almoſt unavoidable, Effect 


of ſuch Meaſures is notorious W 
and not only ſo, but the very fo 


1 13 — n CE 


Had our bleſſed Savioxr 


« bur not have perſuaded Men one jot more to be inwardly Ho!y and 
_ 4 Good: The great Arguments that muſt do that, muſt not be ferch'd 
from the Pomp and Proſperiiy of this World, bur from the great and 


« eternal Recompence of the other. Archbiſhop Tillorſon's iſt. Volume, 


| Sermon 45. on John 1. 14. P. „ 


ment and Perſunſon, work""imward 
Conbiction in any miſtaxen Profeſſors; 
forafmuth as Coercion, whether by direct 


wce'of 
frequent Prejudices againſt ' Truth itfelf, 
and alſo of great perſonal Averſion, and 
often faral Animoſities. Nay, meer Ho- 
nouts * and Preferments, tho never ſo 
pear'd in the Perſon and Pomp of 2 


| a | | | 
* great temporal Prince, the babe of his Authority and Example 
_ « wou'd probably have made many Hypecrites, and ſervile Converts, | 


much 
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States. never more truly an 


s 4 


Character of nutſing Fathers and Mo- 


thers of Chriſt s. Church, and of De- 


#2 % 


fenders. of the Faith, than when they 


are found not 7 upon, or Puniſh- 


575 but pr orecting, the ſeveral 5 ſerious 
rofeſſors of all Penominations in Re- 


— 


Hun, who difturb_not the civil Peace = 
and Welfare of Society,as before, againſt 


— ——— „„ „ ors - 


nn the very Canton Swife, 
All your Philoſophers agree, 

And prove it plain, that one may be 
A Heretick, or true Believer, —_ 
On us, o other fide a RV. 1nninge? 
Mr. Prier's Poems 2 Vol. Alma, ad. Canto, pa. 666. 


all 
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(n) 

all injurious Treatments from any pre- 
Uſurpations whatſoever; That, in 
e the ſole and univerſal Catholicon 
to Reconcile, and make all Parties and 
Denominations among Men to become 

united and one, is the centring in Cha. 
rity and Forbearance of One- another, 
wich the Spirit of Meetneſs, in their ſin- 
cere Reſearches after Truth, giving Glory 

to God, and manifeſting Good-will uni- 
wverſally to Men, in eee with 


the Reply made by Jeſus himſelf, when Luke 5 45, 


one was forbid caſting out Devils. in his 
Name, becauſe he followed not thoſe 
Diſciples KP Lich ; 12 ſuch ſboud not 
be forbid: (as much as) he that was 
not againſt Jeſus, was for him; 
Agreeably whexeto it bas been W's * 15 
ſery d Aft dullnguila d, 


In Neceſſaiis Unitas, 1 
In non Neceſſariis Libertas, 
* K Dan ; Charitas, _ 
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THOUGHTS. 


| Occalion db by a Jos an on 
"the principu and peculiar Notion ad. 
vanced in 100 Religion «thy wa ature 4e. 
ect. s 
HAT any kunden Celle 
ſhou'd fall ſhort of compleat 
Perfection is little 85 or 
that ſome Inaccuracies of Ex- 
eſſion may not eſcape the 


In r 
moſt a - Pen, is ſcarce to be pre- 


ſum d. But that any Remarker, after 


owning, «An Author deſerves 25 much 
be Applauſe as he has met with ; and that 
is as much as he cou'd poſlibly have ; 
and adding further, & the Author's No- 
ee tion — by Secelfary Reſtrictions 
may be pretty caſily made ſtrong and 
good; And at laſt concluding, « The - 
« Author's particular Excellencies indeed 
are very many ;— and that he had 


cc Moyers. a great reach of Thought ; 3 


8 e — After | 


4 13) 

— Aſter too“ the Author is gone to ee ,, 
4 his Reſt, and cannot himſelf alter any 

« Miſtake, as ready, as 1t ig  fappos'd 

c he wou'd have been to doi it; — And 


that himſelf profeſfedliy had aſſum'd no ,,,. 


further than to declare his Performance 
unfiniſh'd ; and for that Reaſon, „ Calld 
610 it only a Delineation, or rude Draught; 
and again at the Cloſe, A Sketch on- 
« ly I ſay, after all this, &c. that the 
Remarker ſnoud tax this ſelf ſame Au- 
thor with Whimſical Notions ; and 


Page TY 


Page 17. 


not only ſo, but with (not ſo much ſay- eye 21. 


ing, as) © meaning to juſtifie a Lye to a2 

« Madman for this Reaſon, (which, by 
the Way, ſome may think carries rather 
more Reſemblance of a Madmar's Re- 
mark) © becauſe one may deceive a 
Madman, but not the D— ]; is hard, 
very hard, to be accounted for; and 
makes the Conjecture of thoſe the mor 
probable, who have apprehended [his 
Remarker to be one of his © inge- pag. 
ee nious and reaſonable Men, ſo unhappy 

& as to have contracted Prejudices againſt 

«< all Diſtinctions of moral Good and 

„ Evil, or the moral Differences of hu- 7 
c man Actions. £4 
Im no ſort pretend to ) improve the 5 
Authors Notion, which yet this Re- 
marker, as before, has profeſs d that he 
; thought ſo eaſie to be done; I ſnall only 
5 eſſay, 
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614 


eſſay, in ee to ſhey that the Remar ker 


has not dealt fairiy by his ſo celebrated 


Author; nor yet 9 4 him ſo as to 


refute the proncipal. aud peculiar Notion 


 advanc'd in the Relagions of Nature de- 
lineuted. 


The Unfairneſs, I think thews itſelf in 
the maim'd, and imperfect Repreſentation 


of the Author's Notion of Morality, when 
* himſelf confeſſeth at long run, that theſe 


particular qualiſying Words, viz. In ſome 
degree or other, overlook d till now by 


the Remarker, ſtand nevertheleſs part off 
the Author's Definition in the ſame 20". 
Page; and further, that he enlarges upon 
this particular, Page 21. and tells us why 
he added thoſe Words; which therefore 
ought in all Reaſon to have been by the 
| Remarker inſerted together with the 
former Part, however after wards con- 
aer d aud refuted; and why thus omitted 


in their proper Place can't well be col- 


lected but from Appearance; whether as 


being more than enough irritated at the 


Note there below, that Men affecting to 


a. Free-Thinkers, ſhew themſelves to 


appe 
le but Half Thinkers, or leſs ; or that there 


\ 


tice, che 


is found more Art in firſt prepoſſeſſing 
Readers with partial Repre ſentations, tho, 


to cover and colour ſuch indirect Prac 
walifying Wards be ſome how 
e notice of by to: . as it were, 


Cw 
and at 5 like as it has been ob- 
ſervd, that an Expreſſion in the Body of 
a Book, which might likely be tumbled 
at, and give Offence, has ſome time been 
noted among the Errata of the Preſs ; 
when yet, 'twas plainly contrary to com- 
mon Senſe, as well as Practice, that ſuch 
a Paſſage ſhou d not have been deſigned- 
ly inſerted, or no otherwiſe than as 4 
incidental Erratum of the Preſs, or 
from what other Motive or — 
tion this Omiſſion took its Riſe, I'll not 
take upon me to afſirm; but conclude 
it an obvious Specimen of Unfairneſs — 
in the Remarker thus to curtail the Ku. 
 thor's Definition, and fo to Remark - 1 
| thereon by piece- meals, which is the 4 
firſt Branch of my preſent Eſſay.— The 1 
other is, that the Remarker has not con- 
| ſider d the Author, ſo as to refute the f 
2 al and peculiar Notion advanced 
in = Religion of Nature delineated ; 
whereto it might ſuffice to ſay, that if 
the | Remarker has not fairly and fully 
repreſented that "Notion, any partial ana 
imperfect Conſideration can't be taken as 
a Refutation of it. But to deſcend a 
little to the Remearker's own Examination 
and Reflections. 
He excepts againſt an Agreement, or Pax x. 
D570 reement with Truth, as the for- 
nl Rar m4 moral Good and Evil, 
whereby 


| | 
0 
9 
94 
+ £ 
+1 
1 
43.4 
4 
BA 


1 
4 


rige 7. 


age 4. 


( 16 5 


whereby he ſays, - all Truth muſt. be fap- 


| poſed Moral; But this. Conſequence b 7 


no means follows; nor are any of the 
many phyſical Truths, which in no de- 
gree partake of Morality, any where de- 


ny'd by the Author; no, not ſo much as 


by Implication. But ſure an Author, 


who avowedly treats of Religion alone, 
tho it be only that of Nature, can't 


with any manner of Congruity be under- 
ſtood, when he mentions Truth ſimply, 


_ and in general, yet ſtill agreeably to his 
Subject, which muſt, ever be admitted 
of ſo rational a Man's our ' Author. is 
 allsw'd:toibe; I ſay, ſuch an Author as 


this can't with any degree: of Candour 
and Ingenuity be underſtood to intend 


mcer 7rifling,; pbyſica Truths, and of no 


Importance whatever, or indeed of any 
other than moral Truths in ſome De. 
gree or other, as the \ Author. cxpreſſeth 


it in that very ninth Rropoſetion thus ex- 


cepted againſt; and ſo much one wou d 
be further apt to think is likewiſe here 


admitted even by the Remarłer himſelf 


from his foregoing Inſinuation; that the 


Author muſt ſuppoſe: all Truth moral; 


whereby, methinks, himſelf muſt intend 


to imply at leaſt, that the Author con- 


ſider d only what Was moral Truth, as his 
proper Subject. How trifling then is the 
Nene Objection from his Inſtance 


ts) 


as put of a Pen, whether four, or but 
three Inches long ; wherein nevertheleſs 
he confeſſeth at the ſame Time an In 
morality, and alſo gives the Reaſon; be- 


cauſe, What is aſſerted, is known or 


thought to be falſe, and ſo is a guilty 


Act, as it tends to breed Diſtruſt, Un- 


eaſneſs, &c, Now this, thus allow'd, 


Page 7. 
Page 8. 


ſerves alike the Author, as the 8 . 


er: For the Morality of the Truth, i 
ever imply d, and intended by the nder 


in ſome degree or other, in like manner, 


as is here expreſled by the latter. 

The Remarker, not content with ſup- 
poſs 21g, that according to the Author's 
| Notion, all Truths are Moral. ſpeaks them 
further, not only Moral, but equally ſo. 


Page 9. 


And to what he ſays on this Head, I 
think it ſufficient to reply, that tho all 
Truths are equally true; yet, all Truths 
however are not equal; which ſhews a 
Difference, and takes off the Objection; 
tho' this Solution the Remarker wou'd 
avoid by- ſaying only, that ſuch Grarg, as 


Truths of Importance, of IWeight, &c. 


ſcems only incidental, and to come in, 


as it were, by force, tho' in the ſame 


_ Breath he owns the Author oftcn ſpeaks x 
„f them; whereas, in Truth, it's viſible 


enough beſides to an indifferent Eye, how 


Page 10. 


effeQually the Author carries this Notion 


through the whole Book ; and ſo appa- 
3 rently 


| Page 9, 11. 


Page 13. 


ä 


rently too, that the Remarker quotes it 


very carly for the Author's own trueſt 
Definition of natural Religion, that it is 
the Purſuit of Happineſs (not the bare 
Agreement or Diſagreement with Phy- 


ſical Truth) by the Practice of Reaſon 
and Truth; which therefore wou'd not 


be found ſo kind in others to inſert or 


jubjoin, as it had been juſ? in the Re. 
-marker to have taken into his Conſidera- 
tion throughout his pretended Refuta- 


tian. Yet admitting thus much, the Re- 


71arker wou'd ſtill have it, that Truths 07 
linportance, Which plainly denote a ½. 
ral Relation, make no Difference; but 


are all nevertheleſs equaily Good or Evil; 


when, by only taking withal the Impor- 
 Tance to 'be equal, as well as the Agree- 
ment or Diſagreement, the Remarker's 
Caſcs are all "ov d. and the Author's 5 
N holds good, notwithſtanding what . 


is hitherto offer'd to refute it. 


The Rema ber obſerves, and this from 
the Author himſelf, that he does indeed. 
wake a Difference in Truths, «hen ſome 
of them are more important than ethers, 
—— And ſecondly, when ſome Attions 
reſpect a greater number of Truths than 
ethers ;—— Yet, nevertheleſs in his, the 
Remarker's, Mind, thoſe qualifying Words 
look very attkwardly—— and come a great 
deal too late; but in my Mind, as 1 yet 
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ſtand advisd, this looks much more like 
an.aukward Objection, and to favour ra- 
ther of a carping Humour at the Au- 


thor's E jay, than of the leaſt Diſpoſi- 
tion or Deſire to zprove the Author's 


tiouſly, provided to ward off ſuch a far— 


fetch'd, and ſtrain'd, Miſconſtruction, as 
fully to explain and determine his own 
proper Senſe and Meaning, as well before, 
as after, he advanced that lels perfect, as 
before noted, Definition ; of which I here 
offer, among ſeveral others that might 


be added, thc following Inſtances, VS. 
„ order to judge rightly what a 


Page 6.5 


Notion; eſpecially ſince himſelf denies 
not, but the Author's qualifying Words 
are found cven in the very - Definition, 
which he ſhews ſuch an inclination to 
refute: Beſides, that the Author has o 
far, ſo modeſtly, ſo fairly, and to cau- 


Page 12; 


Page 18, 19, 


« Truth is, it muſt be conſider d, not 


only what it is in itſelf, or in one 


*© Reſpect; but alſo what it may be in 
« any other Reſpect; I ſay therefore, 


that thoſe, and all thoſe Properties, 


« Reſpetts, and Circumſtances, which 
«© may be contradicted, arc to be taken 


into Conſideration; for otherwiſe, tlie 
FThing to be conſider d is but imper- 
fectly ſurvey'd, and the whole Com- 
_ © paſs of it being not taken in, it is 
© taken, not as being what it is, but 

2 as 


A 


* 


ny 


(20 ) 
e as What it is in part only, and in 
other Relpects perhaps as what it is 
©< Not.—— 
„ wou'd have it to be noted well, 
that when I ſpeak of AQs inconſiſtent 
=. ” with Truth, I mean any Truth. 
« Since he (the Objectors Enemy) may 
« be conſider d as ſomething elſe beſide 
that, he muſt be usd according to 
« what he is in other Reſpects, as "well 
as in that from which he is denomi- 
< nated the Objector's Enemy. 
Acting according to Truth, as that 
Phraſe is usd in the Objection, 2s not 
requird by my Rule; but ſo to act, 
chat no truth may be denied by any : 
Act. 
lt the Author ha'n't here explicitly 
and ſatisfactorily enough explaind his 
own Meaning; the Remarker would do 
well to ſupply the Deficiency. 55 
. Il kzve ſhewn in what the Nature of L 
«moral Good and Evil conſiſts, vis. A 
Conformity or Diſagreement to Truth, 
and (N. B.) thoſe Things that are coin 
3 e cident with it, Reaſon and Happineſs. 
ez. „A Man may defend himſelf by what 
« Morbo ke thinks molt proper, pro- 
« vided he treſpaſſes againſt no Truth. 
There are many Circumſtances and 
“ Incidents of Life capable of affecting 
this Obligation (of natural Relation) 
« and altering the De grees of it, © The 
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« he (every Man) does, ſhou'd interfere 
« with no Truth. 

Further, 'tis, I take it, with Truths 
much as it is with Powers in like Caſes, 
vis. As all truly authoritative, tho' in- 


feriour, Powers are in themſclves always 


obligatory; ſo in like manner it holds 


good of Truths; yet, in either Caſe, the 


prior and ſuperiour Obligation ſuper- 


ſedes, for the time, any inferiour, that 


ſtands not conſiſtent with the former; not 


that it can at the ſame Time be ſaid to 
void, or annul the latter, or that they 
are contrary, much leſs contradictory, to 
each other; but only that they are, as 
thus rang d, to be conſider d in ſuch Caſes 


with a juſt and regular Subordination; 
nor does the Obedience thus paid to the 


ſuperiour, whether Power, or Truth, 
in whatever reſpect that Superiority con. 
fiſts and is conſider d, ſo much as offend 
againſt, much leſs deny, the leſſer, or 


5 inferiour. 


Thus I perſuade myſelf, the freond 
Branch of this Ef/ay appears made out, 
Vis. That the Remarker has not conſ:- 


derd the Author ſo, as to refute the 
principal and ſpecial Notion advanced in 
the Religion of Nature delineated; — And 
if this be ſo, I conceive every conſide- 


rate Reader may thence ſo caſily clear 
| 1 8 5 to 


4. 


« The grand Rule requires, that what Pe 177. 


(22) 
to himſelf what the Remarker animad- 
verts upon the Author's Anſwers to 
ſeveral Objections, and thoſe ſeveral Ob- 
jections themſelves; that I paſs them over 
without more Obſervations thereupon ; 
and here thus cloſe this tranſient Efay. 
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Dr. C— added to a late Eſſay to- 
wards a Demonſtration of the Scrip- 
ture Trinit an but by another Hand. 


— H E great variety of Subjects: : 
and the various Degrecs of 
human Capacities, arc ſuch, 


that in the ordinary courſe 
of Things, it cannot other- 


| wiſe fall out, than that there muſt needs 


ariſe very different Sentiments among 
Men; which too are vaſtly multiply'd 


by the imperfect and limited Conceptions 


of the moſt exalted Genij, more eſpe- 


cially with Relationto Beings, and States 


ſuperiour to our own ;— by the cqui- 
vocal uſe of Words, which are ſo often 


miſtaken and miſ-apply'd, if not wreſted 
to a wrong Senſe and Purpoſe ;— by 
the different Methods of Education and 


_ Cuſtoms, which, for the moſt Part are 
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apt to prepoſſeſs and infuſe a quite dif- 
ferent turn of Thought; and which be- 
ſides cant but be greatly increas d and 


heighten d, by the too too frequent con- 


tention for Victory, more than Truth, 
viſtble in a more eſpecial manner, when 


Perſons, as it were, reſolve to have the 
laſt Mord, and criticiſe more upon an 


Opponent's Method, or Expreſſions, than 


the Argument itſelf; In ſuch Caſes, 
no wonder that Readers are puzzled, and 


ſo miſled; and that this ſhou'd prove a 


moſt manifeſt Obſtruction to Truth, as 
it's moreover endleſs to be ſtill writing 


Books, of which the wiſe Man long ſince 
inform'd there was no End, upon every 
miſ-apprchenſion of, or poſſible Excep- 
tion, to the manner of treating a Subject, 
or cnforcing an Argument, more than to 
the ſubject Matter, when probably a ſhort 
Converſation might ſooner adjuſt the ob- 


jected Difficulties or Obſcuritics, and 


ſet them in a clearcr Light than whole 

Volumes. This induceth me here (not 
preſuming on any more immediate Con- 

ſideration of an additional Letter to a 

late Eſſay by Philanthropus Londinenſis, 
but by another Hand, from that diſtin- 

guiſh'd Perſon to whom it is directed) to 


ſubjoin a few occaſional Notes on that 


| Letter. Nor can I doubt but the Writer 


thereof will take my Attempt, how in- 
* compleat 
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having encourag'd it lo far, as to declare, 
« He wou'd not only change his preſent 
« Opinion for a better; but heartily 
ce thank the Perſon, that wou'd give him- 
« ſelf the Trouble to free him from his 


compleat ſoever, in good part, and at 
leaſt as a mark of Good-will, himſelt 


Page $4», 


« Error, (if it be really ſuch) by a fair 


c 


* 


ther I reply ſo fully to his Conviction 
or not, III promiſe however not to railc 
his Prejudice, or Averſion, by any unfair, 
or unfriendly Treatments And to 
| proceed to note only, that the Letter 
Writer's Error to me ſeems mainly to 


lie, in diſcuſſing the Things of God, after 
the manner, and in the Language, of the 


and friendly Anſwer: — Yet, Whe- 


Things of Men. Thus Page 60 ; and like- 


' wiſe in the Inſtance of Writing, Page 63; 


as again in that of Probabilities, Pave 653 
he exhibits his, or any other Perſon 1 


knowing a Propoſition to be true, as the 


Ground or Reaſon to conclude, that 


God's Fore-knowledge of any future Event 


makes it neceſſary; i. e. in his ſenſe of 
Neceſſity, which does not admit Contin— 
gency with reſpect to Men, any more 
than God. And the ſame is his Uſe and 


Application of immediate Perception by 
any Perſon of what really is; more cl- 


; peclally, in the Miſ-conſtruQtion and 
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ing; and can only be juſtified 
common Language of Men——. As it's 


(26) 
Miſapplication of the particular Terms; 
Fore-knowledge, Contingency, Neceſſity, 
.. A Re avs 

Fore-knowledge, whether referr'd to 


God, or Man, is, like divers Inſtances 


of Specch, an improper way of Faw a 
py the 


at any time referrd to God, Fore-knows- 


ledge is no other than perfect Knowledge; 


or, after the. manner as we may expreſs 


_ ourſelves, ſuch a Height of Aſſurance, 


as amounts to an abſolute Certainty ; 
which implies only ſuch an 2ntrinſick 


Neceſſity, that the Matter itſelf can't 


tall Out otherwiſe — But how | God : = 


thus knows, or, if you will, in the Lan- 
guage of Men, fore-knows, we may 
no more pretend to fathom, than can 
Finite comprehend Infinity. Thus in 


2 Matt. xxii. 
29. 


_ own Meaning 


many Caſes, like as the Sadances in that 
of the Reſurrection, we too commonly 


err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 


I . 


„* Thus, in my Opinion, is the Term «Arbitrary, very pro- 
bahly, by a well-meaning efferer of a late previous Geſtion as ne- 
ceſſary to be conſider d, &c. altogether incongruouſſy apply'd to the 
King of Heaven, all whoſe Works are Truth, and his Ways Judgment, 
(Daniel iv. 37) whereas himſelf judg'd it neceſſary to ah. his 

o, as to diſcard the very import of the Word; which 
therefore ſure, had better neer been introduc'd in that caſe , unleſs fo 
as to diſclaim it totally at firſt, For as it's far better, not to place 4 
Stumbling- ſtone in the Highway, than after placing it there, to give the 
then needful warning to eſcape it; ſo, methinks, occaſions of ape 


| nd Rocks of Offence, in Speculation, are much better not given at 


than afterwards remov'd by Explications. 


Power 


450 


Power of God: As again, in the caſe 
of the Body, what if wc know not 
with what Body ſhall the Dead come ; 
this renders not à Reſurrection leſs cer- 
tain, or affects its Reality, that we know 


2 * 


only, God giveth Aa Body, as it hath 
ple aſed him ; Whence I cannot but ob- 
ſerve it as by far too aſſuming, to aſlign 


* 


it as the real, and ſole Reaton of the 


divine Being's — Percerving future con- 


Page 61. 1 


tingent E 1 Becauſo theſe 
Y 


_ are neceſſarily ce 
which actually now is.—— Next, as te- 
ferr'd to Men, Fore-knowledge is not pre- 


connected with ſomething 


| tended, as (I doubt not) will be calily ad- 
| mitted, to be more than probable Con- 
jecture at moſt ; but this ſort of Fore 


| knowledge, as far as the Language of 


Men allows its Uſe, muſt needs be to- 


tally excluded from God; or the very 


| Notion of his Being is entirely deſtroy'd. 


And after all, neither Þore-knowledge 


nor Kno: a whether in God or Man, 
does imply Neceſſity; I mean ſuch a Ne- 
ceſſity, as is commonly underſtood by 


Fate, whereby is intended an external 
Neceſſity, operating as an efficient Cauſe, 


whatever ſubject it's referr'd to;—— nor 


more, or other, than ſuch a Neceſſity 
only, as znternally, and in the Nature and 


D 


Reaſon of Things, is a real Foundation; 
9! : Ang 


Page SN 
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—— And ſuch as ſubſiſts tho there be no- 
thing in Nature, i. e. no externally ex, 
iſting Being, or Cauſe, that ſecures the 
happening of the Event. — Now that 
this makes any Thing, or Propoſution, 
neceſſarily certain, is no more than to 
lay after this manner in effect, that 
when once a Propoſition 1s true, it can- 
not poſſibly at the ſame Time be untrue 
or, that *</at is certain, cannot be at the 
ſame Time, and to the ſame Perſon, un- 
certain. Which in no degree affects Li- 
berty, that conſiſts in the proper Deter- 
mination of 4 free Agent to this, or 
that; to ac, or not act; according to the 

Diclates of its own Egg oe S0 

that whatever degree of Neceſſity may 
be found in ſome Inſtances according to 
the Notion of thoſe term'd Fataliſts; 

human Liberty, and a future State, 
are nevertheleſs certain, and do even in 
ſome ſort neceſſarily depend on the very 

Being of God, whoſe Exiſtence is as 

demonſtrable, as that any one Thing 
___ exiſts in Nature :-— Nor yet docs the 
Certainty, or Neceſſity of any Thing or 
Being, depend upon, call it whether 
Fore-knowledge, or Knowledge ; but the 
Fore-knowledge, or Knowledge, depends 
on the Certaznty, or rather perhaps the 
internal Neceſſity, of that Thing or Be- 
* 


01290 
ing — Neither does Contingency in 
any manner reſpe& God, to whom all 
Things are, as we ſpeak, preſent and cer- 
tain; but can only with any Propriety 
of Speech be referr'd to Men: And thus 
only does it hold true with reſpe& to 
Men, not God, that every future con- 
tingent Event may, or may not hap- 


Page W 


pen. It may be thought therefore ſome- 


what ridiculous to put the Caſe as Page 61. 
of God's ſeeing the Stone A in the 
Place B twelve Minutes hence; when 
tis not the Inſtant, as we are wont to 
meaſure Time, that is here conſider'd, 


but the undoubted Certainty of the 


Event only. — And if any ask with 
 Nicodemus, how can theſe Things be? John in. * 
lIonly anſwer, God knoweth ; believing 

we arc no further concern'd here, than 
to know, and act according to the 
preſent Talents intruſted to us, while 
we ſee, at beſt, but as through a Glaſs « co, xii, 

darkly — And know but in aſs we, > 
til we ſhall know even as we are 
known. 

7 ol ſhall only ſubjoin upon the mar- - Page 65. 
ginal Note, that as it appears to me 
not immediately perceiv'd, nor to have p,. 6e, 61. 
the meceſſary Connection requird with 
the more immediate ſubject of this Let- 
ler, I paſs it over; the Solution where- 
„ ” * 
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of is to be ſought, as I apprehend, ra- 
ther from another Topick; and what 


was the very Deſgn of inſerting it 


here, looks to me ſo dark, that Ile not 
ſo much as venture to gueſs it. 


FTA. 
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